SPARKS   THAT   DIE
election, passed into voluntary exile in the Regno without
speaking to the Pope. Cardinal Francisco de Borja followed
the custom of his House in regard to the voting; but he
remained in Rome; and no doubt hoped with his charming
innocent good nature that the Lord Julius P.P. would be
satisfied, would be appeased, now that the world had
nothing more to give Him, The Cardinal was bitterly dis-
appointed.
From Madonna Lucrezia's little boy, Duke Roderico,
His Holiness seized the duchy of Sermoneta; and restored
it to the Caietani from whom it originally had been taken,
and who hold it still. (The present Duke of Sermoneta
also has the superb sword of state which Maestro Ercole,
the master-sword-smith of his age, had made to carry
before Duke Cesare (detto Borgia) when he officiated as
Cardinal, Ablegate at the coronation of King Don Federigo
of Naples in 1497. It is a miracle of damascening and
design, a lesson to Twentieth-Century makers of decora-
tive swords who heap glories on hilt and scabbard, and
leave the blade to be hidden. Of this sword of Duke
Cesare's the blade is the soul. The sheath of plain em-
bossed leather is in the Victoria and Albert Museum.)
Then, the Lord Julius P.P. II demanded of Duke
Cesare the renunciation of his duchy of the Romagna.
That province was a fief of the Holy See; and it was com-
petent for the Holiness of the Pope to deal with it at His
pleasure: but, seeing that to Duke Cesare's splendid serv-
ices, the Papacy practically owed the peace, the possession,
the heftiness of the Romagna, heretofore a hell of turbu-
lent bandits, brigands and assassins who defied their Over-
lord to collect His revenues,—the demand of the Lord
Julius P.P. II at least was discouraging.
Dukfe Cesare, while willing to take the oath of allegiance
of a feudal vassal to the Prince, refused to relinquish the
fortresses of the Romagna which by conquest he had won,
and garrisoned with his veteran army, now disbanded by

